Italian Smocked Pin Cushion
Adapted from Objet d’Art in Australian Smocking # 91

by Jane Briscoe
For the February meeting you will need to bring

5” x 12” strip of fabric pleated with 10 full space rows

T
Thread to match fabric as closely as possible

Needle to accommodate your thread (#8 Crewel or #7 Darner)

To finish the pin cushion you will need

Three more 5” x 12” strips pleated with 10 full space rows

Muslin for lining

Piping string or ready made piping

Fabric for the back and to make piping (same or different)

Fiber fill to stuff

Covered Button or other decorative button for front
Plain button for back
The pin cushion is made of four squares each 2.5” square. We will smock one square per meeting Feb-May. I suggest that you pleat all four strips at once, but that is up to you.

I used silk dupioni as shown on the original pillow. Silk dupioni is usually easier to pleat down the selvage. If you buy 1/3 yd you can cut four strips the length of your fabric (12”). The remaining fabric can be used for the piping and back. I suggest you serge or zigzag the long edges of the silk as it ravels badly.

When pleating silk dupioni, be sure to steam your fabric before you remove it from the pleater needles. Simply begin pleating. When you are ready to remove the first fabric from the needles, use your iron to give the pleated fabric a big burst of steam. Remove that fabric from the needles and continue to pleat, using steam each time before removing fabric from the needles. Don’t forget the last few pleats – they need steam too.
I used Perle Cotton #12, again as in the original. It is important that your thread match the fabric, so use DMC floss or Floche if perle cotton is not available in the color you need.

You can choose any fabric you like, but you need something with more body than batiste. I suggest broadcloth if you don’t use silk. Be creative – it will be fun to see what everyone chooses.
Please call or email Jane if you need pleating help. I will have a pleating workshop on Feb 19 (tentative) and before the Feb meeting.
